Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 294 K; mean (C-C) = 0.007 Å; R factor = 0.059; wR factor = 0.142; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.0.
In the asymmetric unit of the title polymeric compound, [Co(C 8 H 4 O 4 )(C 5 H 5 N) 2 ] n , there are two crystallographically independent Co II atoms, each of which is six-coordinated in a distorted octahedral geometry by four O atoms from benzenedicarboxylate anions and two N atoms from pyridine ligands. The benzenedicarboxylate dianions bridge the Co II atoms into a tape running along the b axis. C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds are observed in the tape and between the tapes.
Related literature
For the synthesis and related structures, see: Abourahma et al. (2003) . For compounds with metal-organic framework structures, see: Yan et al. (1996) ; Rosi et al. (2003) ; Jung et al. (2000) ; Chen et al. (2010) .
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Figure 1
A part of the polymeric structure of the title compound. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 25% probability level.
[Symmetry codes: ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
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